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   The Newsletter for Marshall University                            September 6, 2017 
 
 
 
President Gilbert announces alliance of higher education 
institutions to aid economic development in southern West 
Virginia 
 
President Gilbert announced the formation of the Alliance for the 
Economic Development of Southern West Virginia at the West 
Virginia Chamber of Commerce’s 81st Annual Meeting & Business 
Summit at The Greenbrier in White Sulphur Springs last week. Led 
by Marshall, the alliance is made up of nine two- and four-year 
higher education institutions and is focused on marketing the region 
to prospective businesses. 
 
Members institutions include Bluefield State College, Bluefield; BridgeValley Community and 
Technical College, South Charleston; Concord University, Athens; Marshall University, 
Huntington; Mountwest Community and Technical College, Huntington; New River Community 
and Technical College, Beaver; Southern West Virginia Community and Technical College, 
Mount Gay; West Virginia University Institute of Technology, Beckley; and West Virginia 
School of Osteopathic Medicine, Lewisburg. 
 
“One of my top priorities as president is economic development and community revitalization in 
southern West Virginia,” said Gilbert. “That region is the hardest hit by the downturn in the coal 
industry and is right in Marshall’s backyard. These people are our neighbors and these 
communities are our communities. Higher education institutions have many resources that can be 
leveraged to create opportunities that will help attract businesses to our region and then assist 
those businesses once they are here.” 
 
He said the presidents of the institutions in the alliance met recently in Charleston to discuss 
specific ways they can assist the efforts of West Virginia Secretary of Commerce Woody 
Thrasher and the West Virginia Department of Commerce. 
 
“We are now working to put together a comprehensive inventory of our institutional and 
community assets to help us develop pitches to companies that may want to locate or expand 
here,” he added. “It will be a very powerful portfolio. We are committed in the strongest possible 
terms to linking our considerable resources with the State’s efforts to diversify and grow 
southern West Virginia’s economy—to be more actively involved in economic development.” 
 
According to Gilbert, the alliance will be consulting with Dr. Malcolm Portera, former 
chancellor of the University of Alabama system. Portera is an expert in connecting higher 
education with community resources to expand economic activity. He was key in attracting more 
than $15 billion in industrial development to the southeastern United States, including 
manufacturing plants for Mercedes Benz, Hyundai, Nissan, JVC and Yokohama Tire. 
 
“Mack has been unbelievably successful doing just what we need to do and we look forward to 
working with him to get our initiatives off the ground this fall,” said Gilbert. “West Virginia is at 
a crossroads and there is no time to waste.” 
 
He emphasized that formation of the Alliance complements the West Virginia Forward initiative, 
a collaboration among West Virginia University, the West Virginia Department of Commerce 
and Marshall to identify short-term, larger-scale projects that will boost West Virginia’s 
economic development efforts. 
 
He added, “I am a firm believer that higher education should remove obstacles and present 
opportunities. West Virginia Forward is a perfect example of that. We’re excited about the 
collaboration with WVU and the Department of Commerce, and about the opportunity to bring 
university and state resources to the table to attract manufacturing, small businesses and high-
tech industry to our state.” 
 
In his presentation, Gilbert also addressed what he called “the elephant in the room”—the opioid 
epidemic ravaging communities across the southern part of the state. 
 
Calling it “one of the greatest challenges we face in southern West Virginia,” he said tackling 
and defeating addiction is necessary to create the kind of workforce West Virginia needs to 
successfully attract industry. 
 
Gilbert pointed out that Marshall last year created a Substance Abuse Coalition made up of more 
than 50 experts from across the university who have experience working on addiction issues. 
Working with local and state officials, the group is coordinating Marshall’s substance abuse 
prevention and treatment programs. 
 
He said, “Southern West Virginia is the epicenter of the opioid epidemic and our medical 
providers have the knowledge and the experience needed to help solve the problem. Marshall 
University stands ready and willing to lend every resource at our disposal to assist our state and 
the nation in this fight.” 
 
The full text of Gilbert’s presentation is available online at 
www.marshall.edu/president/speeches-and-writings. 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall to test MU Alert system today at 10 a.m. 
 
Marshall University communications officials will conduct a test of 
the MU Alert emergency messaging system at 10 a.m. Wednesday, 
Sept. 6. 
 
Marshall community members who are subscribed to MU Alert are 
asked to be sure that they have received the message that morning. If 
a message has not been received by noon, a subscriber should review 
and update his or her contact information in the myMU/MU Alert 
Web interface. If this contact information was already correct, but a 
message was still not received, then he or she should send an e-mail 
to mualert@marshall.edu with details on which contact method (text, e-mail, voice) did not work 
as expected. 
 
The most recent test of the system occurred Jan. 25. 
 
The MU Alert system, which is operated by Marshall and delivered through the Blackboard 
Connect™ service, allows Marshall students, faculty and staff to provide several methods for the 
university to use when making emergency contacts. Most common are text messages, cell phone 
calls and e-mail. 
 
Members of the immediate Marshall community (students, faculty and staff) who would like to 
subscribe or update their information for this test are asked to visit the myMU page at 
www.marshall.edu/MyMU, log in, click on the MU Alert red triangle and complete their 
subscription or update by 5 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 5. Those external to the campuses or centers (i.e. 
news media, alumni, campus neighbors) should watch other outlets, such as the Marshall 
website, Twitter, Facebook, etc., for relevant news releases. 
 
 
 
 
 
Gov. Justice to hold town hall meeting today at 10:30 a.m. 
 
Marshall will host West Virginia Governor 
Jim Justice today, Wednesday, Sept. 6, for 
a town hall meeting on the upcoming road 
bond referendum. 
 
The meeting will begin at 10:30 a.m. in the 
J. Churchill Hodges Atrium of the Arthur 
Weisberg Family Applied Engineering 
Complex on the Huntington campus. 
 
The event is free and open to the public. 
 
 
Click on graphic to view in larger size. 
 
 
 
 
 
Libraries and Online Learning to host Copyright and Fair Use 
Series 
 
Libraries and Online Learning is offering three sessions per semester as part of the 2017-18 
Copyright and Fair Use Series. This new series is being offered in compliance with the Fair Use 
standards set out in Title 17 of the U.S. Code regarding the material that can and cannot be used 
in online and face-to-face courses. 
The general session for fall semester will take place today, Wednesday, Sept. 6. Walk-in 
registrations will be accepted to the extent possible. 
Certificates of completion will be awarded to attendees upon successful completion of each 
session. To register, visit www.marshall.edu/human-resources/training. 
Fall Semester 
Session 1: General Information Session on Fair Use 
Wednesday, September 6 | 1 – 2:30 p.m. 
Drinko Library 402, 40 seats 
This session is designed to acquaint faculty with the basics of copyright law and fair use as they 
apply to higher education and specifically what can be used in online and face-to-face classes. 
General information will be provided as it pertains to the use of articles, photos and other 
materials and the consequences of the changing laws that pertain to fair use. 
Session 2: Fair Use Does Not Always Mean Legal Use 
Tuesday, October 10 | 10 – 11:00 a.m. 
Drinko Library 439, 12 seats 
The focus of this session is on materials used for instruction in the classroom and 
online. Materials that are freely available may not be “free” for use in courses. Music, photos 
and materials from YouTube and other sources and other online platforms may actually infringe 
on the rights of the copyright holder. 
Session 3: Brush up on Fair Use 
Wednesday, November 15 | 1 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Drinko Library 439, 12 seats 
Do you think you know everything there is to know about fair use? Not always. Laws 
regarding fair use and copyright infringement change daily. This session is designed to make 
sure faculty are up-to-date on the current rules and regulations as they pertain to course 
materials. 
Spring Semester 
Session 4: General Information Session on Fair Use 
Wednesday, January 24 | 1 – 2:30 p.m. 
Drinko Library 402, 40 seats 
This session is designed to acquaint faculty with the basics of copyright law and fair use as it 
applies to higher education and specifically what can be used in online and face-to-face classes. 
General information will be provided as it pertains to the use of articles, photos and other 
materials and the consequences of the changing laws that pertain to fair use. 
Session 5: Fair Use in the Classroom vs. Online – Do’s and Don’ts 
Tuesday, February 20 | 10 – 11:00 a.m. 
Drinko Library 439, 12 seats 
Do you handle your online class the same way you handle your face-to-face classes? 
Many faculty may be violating copyright and fair use laws and not even know it. Online classes 
are vastly different in what can and cannot be included in the course material. This session will 
explain how to know what can be included in online courses without violating copyright. 
Session 6: Q & A from the Front Lines – Experiences of Those Who Have Gone Before 
Wednesday, March 14 | 1 – 2:30 p.m. 
Drinko Library 402, 40 seats 
This session will include a panel discussion with staff and faculty who have encountered issues 
with fair use and copyright violations. This session will provide faculty the opportunity to ask 
questions to those who know firsthand how to navigate the waters of copyright and fair use. 
For more information, contact Dena Callicoat Laton by phone at 304-696-3141 or by e-mail 
at dena.laton@marshall.edu.  
 
 
 
 
 
Faculty to convene Monday 
 
The fall general faculty meeting of the 2017-2018 academic year will be held Monday, Sept. 11, 
beginning at 2 p.m. in the Don Morris Room in the Memorial Student Center on the Huntington 
campus. 
 
The agenda will consist of welcoming remarks by the faculty senate chair, Dr. Paige 
Muellerleile; the introduction of new administrators by the provost, Dr. Gayle Ormiston; the 
introduction of 86 new faculty by the deans or representatives from their respective 
colleges/schools; a state of the faculty address by Muellerleile; and a state of the university 
address by Marshall President Dr. Jerome Gilbert. 
 
All faculty, staff, students and members of the public are invited to attend. Refreshments will be 
served during the meeting, provided by the university’s president’s office. 
 
New administrative positions to be introduced are 
 
Mark Robinson, Chief Financial Officer; Susan Tusing, Director of the School of Music; Evelyn 
Pupplo-Cody, Associate Dean of the College of Science, Nadine Hamrick, Interim Director of 
Student Financial Assistance; Beth Wolfe, Director of Continuing Studies; Sabrina Simpson, 
Interim Director of Recruitment; Jeffrey Archambault, Associate Dean for Academic Programs 
of the Lewis College of Business; Deanna Mader, Associate Dean for Strategic Initiatives and 
Accreditation of the Lewis College of Business; Avi Mukherjee, Dean of the Lewis College of 
Business; Sara Payne Scarbro, Associate Vice President for External Engagement of the 
Marshall University Research Corporation; Larry Dial, Vice Dean of Clinical Affairs, School of 
Medicine; Joseph Werthammer, Senior Associate Dean of Clinical Affairs and Special Advisor 
to the Dean, School of Medicine; Mehiar El-Hamdani, Interim Chair, Department of Internal 
Medicine, School of Medicine; Robert Hansen, Director of Addiction Studies, School of 
Medicine; Brian Gallagher, Interim Dean, School of Pharmacy; and Kim Broedel-Zaugg, Interim 
Associate Dean, School of Pharmacy. 
 
New faculty to be introduced are: 
 
College of Arts and Media 
 
Rachel Danford, Daniel Dean, Sarah McDermott, Tijah Bumgarner, Alexander Lee, Briana 
Nannen, Susan Tusing  
 
Lewis College of Business 
 
Casey Baker, Tessa Carr, Thomas Norton, Nabaneeta Biswas, Sara Davis, Dexter Gruber, Olen 
York 
 
College of Education and Professional Development 
 
Rieko Miyakuni and Jeremy Lopuch 
 
College of Health Professions 
 
Carolyn Silveira, Annette Ferguson, Sarah Hodges, Bobbie Taylor, Paula Rymer, Debra Young, 
Nancy Bockway, Allison Fletcher 
 
College of Information Technology and Engineering 
 
Husnu Narman, Lu Liu, Tianyi Song, Jingru Zhang, Mehdi Esmaeilpour, Tarek Masaud, Yousef 
Sardahi, Sungmin Youn  
 
College of Liberal Arts 
 
Megan Marshall, Hilton Cordoba, Jonathan Kozar, Hyeman Choi, Michael Lanning, Tammy 
Corbett-Alderman 
 
College of Science 
 
Robert Cooper, Jennifer Markiewicz, Darrell Legg, Stephen Young, Raid Al-Aqtash, Ansam Al-
Aqtash, Andrea Duhon, Alaa Elkadry, Vincent Smith, Breanna Harris 
 
Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine 
 
Akshay Goel, Allissa Caudill, Alysia Browne, Amro Al-Astal, Amy Roy, Brandon Henderson, 
Brock Niceler, Charles Gilliland, Charles Murphy, Christina Hensley, Christopher McKeand, 
Cynthia Massey, Elie Khalil, Freddie Vaughan, Hillary Porter, Jennifer Price, John Dinsmore, 
Kate Waldeck, Kelly Cummings, Kenneth Avery, Malav Shah, Marelise Nieuwenhuizen, 
Michael Chambers, Michael Stinnett, Nicolas Phan, Niru Nahar, Paul Okhumale, Pavithra 
Indramohan, Susanna Kapourales, Wei Li, Yara Tovar, Affan Irfan, Randall Peterson 
 
School of Pharmacy 
 
Casey Fitzpatrick, Imaan Benmerzouga, Isha Patel, R. M. Ruhul Amin 
 
University Libraries 
 
Heather Lauer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
‘Vietnam: West Virginians Remember’ to be shown Sept. 12 
 
West Virginia Public Broadcasting will screen the documentary “Vietnam: West Virginians 
Remember” on Marshall’s Huntington campus Tuesday, Sept. 12, prior to its airing on 
television. Many veterans from the region who participated in the project will be on hand for the 
screening. 
 
The screening and related events will take place in the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse, beginning 
with a reception at 6:30 p.m., the screening at 7 p.m., and a panel discussion, organized by Dr. 
Christopher White, associate professor of history, at 8 p.m. The events are free and open to the 
public. 
 
Sponsoring organizations include West Virginia Public Broadcasting, Marshall University 
Military and Veterans Affairs, the W. Page Pitt School of Journalism and Mass Communications 
and the College of Education and Professional Development. 
 
Janet Dooley, associate dean of the College of Arts and Media and director of the W. Page Pitt 
School of Journalism and Mass Communications expressed thanks to Jamez Morris-Smith for 
arranging for the venue and Andy Earls of the Morrow Library for providing archival film. 
 
 
 
 
 
O’Keefe, South American research team publish discovery on 
the plesiosaur 
 
Dr. F. Robin O’Keefe, a professor of biology at Marshall, has led an 
international team of researchers in new discoveries related to marine 
life evolution. 
 
Funded through a Drinko Distinguished Research Fellowship grant 
from the Drinko Academy at Marshall, his research has focused on the 
plesiosaur, an ocean-dwelling lizard from the age of dinosaurs, and 
was conducted in partnership with South American scientists. They discovered whale-like 
feeding habits of the marine reptile through fossils that are approximately 65 million years old. 
Involved in the research were fossils from Antarctica found in the early 1980s that could never 
be interpreted. O’Keefe and his co-authors, including scientists from Chile and Argentina, used 
different fossils from Chile and Argentina to determine how the pieces from Antarctica went 
together and may have functioned. Their research has been published in the Journal of Vertebrate 
Paleontology. The title of their paper was, “Cranial Anatomy of Morturneria seymourensis from 
Antarctica, and the Evolution of Filter Feeding in Plesiosaurs of the Austral Late Cretaceous.” 
 
Previously, all plesiosaurs were thought to be predators that ate fish, squid, and even other 
marine reptiles, O’Keefe said. They discovered fossils of a plesiosaurus with teeth that “did not 
meet tip to tip, as in all other plesiosaurs, but lie together in a battery that acted in straining food 
particles from the water. This feeding style is unknown in other marine reptiles, but is found in 
today’s baleen whales,” he said. 
 
“Our identification of whale-like filter feeding is a startling case of convergent evolution,” 
O’Keefe said. “Plesiosaurs and whales shared many of the intervening steps in the evolution of 
this feeding style, and their extreme morphologies are similar despite arising from different 
ancestors. The evolution of filter feeding may be linked to changes in ocean circulation brought 
on by the southward movement of Antarctica during the Late Cretaceous.” 
 
O’Keefe is a globally recognized scientist specializing in the study of Mesozoic marine reptiles, 
and in the interplay between evolution and the physical environment. He is currently out of state 
doing field work. 
 
To learn more, contact O’Keefe at okeefef@marshall.edu or 304-972-2450. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note of Thanks from Jill Burcham 
 
I would like to thank Marshall University  for the past twenty-two years plus for the privilege of 
working with the many different departments and individuals that make Marshall unique.  I 
would like to thank Stephanie Smith, Director of Purchasing, for her guidance and friendship 
over these many years.  Thanks for the many cards, gifts, and well wishes I received at my 
retirement reception. 
 
I will always cherish my time at Marshall. 
 
Thanks. 
 
Jill Burcham 
 
 
 
 
 
Faculty duo to give recital tomorrow 
 
Dr. Wendell Dobbs and Dr. Júlio Ribeiro Alves are back for 
another year of performances as the Violauta Duo, but their 
performance at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 7, is slated to be 
particularly special as it will mark the first in Smith Music Hall 
since the building was renovated over the summer. 
 
Room 143, in which the duo will perform, was formerly the 
band rehearsal room. It was revamped with new carpet and 
paint, as well as the addition of acoustical treatment to improve 
the sound bleed between rooms. It will serve as an alternative performance space for smaller 
events, Dobbs said. 
 
The first part of the “Rossiniana” recital will feature three transcriptions for flute and guitar, 
which resulted from the collaboration between flutist Jean-Louis Tulou (1786-1865) and guitarist 
Ferdinand Carulli (1770-1841), of operatic works by Italian composer Gioachino Rossini (1792-
1868). The transcriptions include the overture from the opera Edoardo e Cristina, followed by 
the arias “Ecco ridente il Cielo,” and “Come dolce all’alma mia” (a cavatina from the opera 
Tancrede). The duo will perform these transcriptions, edited by Salvatore Lombardi and Piero 
Viti, on period instruments. 
 
The second part of the program will be performed on modern instruments. The duo will perform 
works originally written for flute and guitar by Ernesto Cordero (“Fantasia Mulata”), Rafaelle 
Bellafronte (“The Way of My Senses”) and Máximo Diego Pujol (“Dos Aires Candomberos”). 
 
The event is free and open to the public. For more information, contact Alves at 
alves@marshall.edu or Dobbs at dobbs@marshall.edu. 
 
————— 
 
Photo: Dr. Wendell Dobbs, flute (right), and Dr. Júlio Ribeiro Alves, guitar, will perform Sept. 7 
in the new performance space in Smith Music Hall. 
 
 
 
 
 
School of Physical Therapy to offer free assessment and 
treatment for those with neck pain 
 
The School of Physical Therapy 
will be hosting a Cervical Spine 
(Neck) course Sept. 8-10 with free 
assessments and treatments 
performed by a member of the 
McKenzie Institute. 
 
The institute is the sanctioned 
provider of training and 
certification in the McKenzie 
Method® of Mechanical Diagnosis 
and Therapy (MDT), which is a 
scientifically proven assessment 
process that will identify the best 
treatment solution for back, neck and extremity problems, according to Dr. James Dauber, board-
certified orthopaedic clinical specialist and an assistant professor in the university’s School of 
Physical Therapy. 
 
“Through this course, we hope to provide educational opportunities for our students, but we also 
want to offer up this amazing opportunity for our community members who may be experiencing 
neck or upper back pain that has not resolved itself,” Dauber said. “We want to encourage 
everyone to take advantage of this free assessment and treatment performed by a member of the 
international faculty at the McKenzie Institute.” 
 
Individuals in the community who experience these issues and who wish to participate in the 
course are encouraged to reserve their spot by contacting Dauber at 304-696-5609 or 
james.dauber@marshall.edu. Participants should expect their free assessment to take 60 minutes. 
 
Learn more about activities in the School of Physical Therapy by visiting 
www.marshall.edu/physical-therapy. 
 
——— 
 
Click on graphic above to view in larger size. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
International Housekeeping Week begins Monday; campus 
community members encouraged to honor housekeepers in their 
own way 
 
Beginning Monday, 
Sept. 11, Marshall 
University will 
honor its heroes of 
housekeeping 
through a series of 
scheduled events 
celebrating 
International 
Housekeeping Week 
(IHW). Campus 
community 
members are 
encouraged to honor 
the housekeepers 
that work on their floor or in their building in their own way, according to Brandi Jacobs-Jones, 
vice president of operations. 
 
“We have planned several events to honor our campus housekeepers and frontline cleaning 
personnel, but we want to encourage everyone on campus to do something special for the 
housekeeper responsible for keeping their building, their floor or even their office 
#marshalluclean,” Jones said. 
 
Employees on the Huntington campus will have an opportunity to shadow and work alongside 
housekeepers and groundskeepers. Employees can sign up for a 1 to 4 hour shifts in one of five 
areas. If you’re interested in “being a housekeeper for a day”, you can sign up here. 
 
Other events for the week include the “Thank a Housekeeper” picnic scheduled for noon to 4 
p.m., Friday, Sept. 15, on the Memorial Student Center plaza as well as the “Housekeeper 
Recognition Day” which will take place Saturday, Sept. 16, with tailgating and home game 
activities offered to housekeepers. 
 
To learn more about International Housekeeping Week or to explore ideas on how to honor your 
housekeeping staff, visit the IHW website at www.marshall.edu/operations/ihw. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visiting Writers Series to kick off academic year by fighting 
hunger 
 
The A.E. Stringer Visiting Writers Series of Marshall University 
invites members of the Marshall family and the community to hear 
two local authors speak as part of its kick-off event for the 2017-18 
academic year. It takes place at 7 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 14, in the first 
floor gallery of Marshall’s Visual Arts Center, 927 3rd Ave., and will 
feature Dr. Joel Peckham, an author and assistant professor of English 
at Marshall, and Laura Treacy Bentley, a local author and 
photographer. Guests are urged to bring three nonperishable food items for the Facing Hunger 
Food Bank in Huntington for this Writers Harvest reading. 
 
“The A.E. Stringer Visiting Writers Series is proud to present a reading of local authors in 
support of the Facing Hunger Food Bank,” said Dr. Sarah Chavez, a visiting assistant professor 
at Marshall and coordinator of the A.E. Stringer Visiting Writers Series. “The Writers Harvest 
reading not only celebrates the vibrant community here at Marshall University and the Tri-State 
area by showcasing award-winning local writers, but also serves as a food drive for Facing 
Hunger Food Bank. 
  
 
“September is National Hunger Action Month, and Visiting Writers Series, in partnership with 
the Department of English and the College of Liberal Arts at Marshall University, are invested in 
supporting our local community and fighting this national crisis here at home.” 
 
Peckham is an assistant professor of American literature at Marshall and author of five 
collections of poetry, including Why Not Take All of Me and God’s Blessing. His memoir, 
Resisting Elegy, appeared from Chicago Review Press in 2012 and his new collection of essays, 
Body Memory, appeared from New Rivers Press in 2016. His works have been widely 
published.  He is married to Dr. Rachael Peckham and father to Darius Atefat-Peckham. 
 
Bentley is a Marshall University graduate who has authored Ireland: An Irish Appalachian 
Pilgrimage (2017), a chapbook of her poetry and photographs, as well as The Silver Tattoo 
(2013), an Ireland-based psychological thriller; a short story prequel titled Night Terrors (2015); 
and a collection of poetry, Lake Effect (2006). Her works have been published in numerous 
literary journals in the United States and Ireland, and she has received a Fellowship Award for 
Literature from the West Virginia Commission on the Arts. 
 
The readings will be followed by a question-and-answer session and book signing. 
 
 
 
 
 
Kapourales joins Marshall Health’s Teays Valley office 
 
The Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine has named Susanna A. 
Kapourales, M.D., an assistant professor in the department of 
pediatrics. 
 
Kapourales is a board-certified general pediatrician who earned her 
Doctor of Medicine from the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. 
She completed her pediatric residency at the University of Florida at 
Orlando Health/Arnold Palmer Hospital for Children in Orlando, Florida. 
 
Prior to joining Marshall Health, Kapourales worked at South Charleston Pediatrics in South 
Charleston, West Virginia. She is a board member for the Childhood Language Center and a 
member of the Junior League of Charleston. She is certified by the American Board of Pediatrics 
 
Kapourales is accepting new patients at the Teays Valley office of Marshall Pediatrics, 300 
Corporate Center Drive in Scott Depot. Please call 304-691-8870 to schedule an appointment. 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall joins coalition to reopen child care center 
 
The City of Huntington presented River Valley Child Development Services with a $35,210 
grant as part of the Community Need Development Block Grant. The grant will be used to 
reopen the facility previously known as Enterprise Child Development Center on the West End 
of the city and will create a continuum of care for infants exposed to substances in utero, along 
with their mothers and families. 
 
The center, which has been renamed River Valley CARES (Center for Addiction Research, 
Education and Support), is a child care center that will provide and improve on the best practices 
known for working with infants with neonatal substance exposure. 
 
In addition to River Valley Child Development Services, a group of 20 organizations have come 
together under the title Healthy Connections to orchestrate the continuum of care and intensive 
services that will be offered at River Valley CARES. This coalition includes Marshall 
University, Marshall Health, Valley Health, Child Protective Services and many other 
organizations focused on children and community programing. 
 
“By utilizing River Valley CARES as a training partner, we are building capacity for future 
educators, physicians, nurses, psychologists, social workers and counselors to strengthen our 
local and statewide workforce going forward,” said Dr. Marianna Footo-Linz, Marshall 
University’s psychology department chair. 
 
The developments made at the center, through in-depth research, will be shared with other child 
care providers in the state and nationwide to ensure all infants are receiving the necessary and 
appropriate interventions early in life. 
 
“Our building will serve as the center to help serve so many needs of the babies and their 
families,” said Suzi Brodof, executive director of River Valley Child Development Services. 
“Integrating Marshall students and faculty, we will be able to model and disseminate best 
practices in caring for the infants with neonatal exposure.” 
 
Brodof said students will get hands-on experience from professionals while engaging firsthand 
with struggling families. She said she hopes this will encourage students to be invested in the 
community. 
 
Initial services to be offered to infants and families include Medication Assisted Treatment 12-
step classes; individual, couple, and family therapy; Parent-Child Interaction Therapy (PCIT); 
nutrition, wellness, and finance classes; and a monthly inter-disciplinary medical clinical for 
infants and children. 
 
By bringing multiple services under the same roof as child care, Brodof said she is optimistic 
River Valley CARES will reduce the barriers faced by families attempting to engage in recovery 
programing and improve access to more comprehensive substance use disorder treatment. 
 
“The hope is to build healthy connections that allow the individuals and families time to grow 
together into stronger, healthier families and communities,” said Lyn O’Connell, clinical 
coordinator for MU-SBIRT (Screening, Brief Interventions and Referral for Treatment). 
“Marshall is committed to training students and the community on the most effective types of 
interventions and treatment for infants and their families who are struggling due to the substance 
abuse epidemic.” 
 
This unique collaboration will allow Marshall and Marshall Health students, faculty and staff the 
opportunity to work with and train in evidence-based practices for infants, individuals and 
families struggling with substance use disorders and conduct the necessary research to identify 
what is most effective and why and then disseminate that to the larger community to hopefully 
reduce long-term negative consequences. 
 
“The center will also become a research facility to help us create projects that will lead to a better 
understanding of the impacts of substance exposure in utero on development into the future,” 
said Linz. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Calling all makers: RCBI’s annual festival set for Oct. 6 
 
Mark Oct. 
6 on your 
calendars 
and 
prepare to 
attend the 
West 
Virginia 
Makes 
Festival, presented by the Robert C. Byrd Institute and hosted on the Memorial Student Center 
Plaza on Marshall University’s Huntington campus. 
 
This year’s fourth-annual festival, which runs from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., will celebrate creativity and 
ingenuity with live music, innovative technologies including 3D printing, artisans and exciting 
exhibits, as well as other interactive attractions and activities. A Design Challenge will provide 
makers the opportunity to demonstrate their new ideas and skills, and reward creative 
inspirations as well as offer bragging rights. Educators and teachers are encouraged to bring their 
students so they can engage with makers and entrepreneurs. Buses and vans will have a special 
parking area after they drop off passengers at the 5th Avenue entrance to the Student Center. 
Winners of an entrepreneurial pitch contest staged Oct. 2 at 6 p.m. at RCBI will be announced at 
the festival. 
 
Set to coincide with National Manufacturing Day, the festival is free and open to everyone. For 
the latest information, including required registrations for the Design Challenge and Pitch 
Contest, go to www.rcbi.org/go/wvmakes. 
 
Faculty Achievement: Dr. C. Damien Arthur 
 
Dr. C. Damien Arthur, assistant professor of public administration and 
policy in the Department of Political Science, has just published a book 
with Joshua Woods, associate professor of sociology at West Virginia 
University. The book is titled “Debating Immigration in the Age of 
Terrorism, Polarization, and Trump.” 
 
From the publisher: 
 
“This book offers a broad interdisciplinary approach to the changes in the 
U.S. immigration debate before and after 9/11. A nation’s reaction to foreigners has as much to 
do with sociology as it does with political science, economics and psychology. Without drawing 
on this knowledge, our understanding of the immigration debate remains mundane, partial, and 
imperfect. Therefore, our story accounts for multiple factors, including culture and politics, 
power, organizations, social psychological processes, and political change. Examining this 
relationship in the contemporary context requires a lengthy voyage across academic disciplines, 
a synthesis of seemingly contradictory assumptions, and a grasp of research traditions so vast 
and confusing that an accurate rendering may seem implausible. And yet, to tell the story of the 
immigration debate in the age of terrorism, polarization, and Trump in any other way is to tell it 
in part.” 
 
Further information is available at the publisher’s website and on Amazon. 
 
 
 
 
 
Faculty Achievement: Dr. Rosalynn Quiñones-Fernández 
 
Dr. Rosalynn Quiñones-Fernández, assistant professor of 
chemistry, has recently published a new research article in the 
journal of Applied Surface Science titled “Study of 
Polymorphism using Patterned Self-Assembled Monolayers 
Approach on Metal Substrates.” This research deals with the 
effect of polymorphism in pharmaceutical drugs and its ability 
to influence a drug’s physical and chemical properties. The co-
authors included two undergraduate students and the 
collaboration with Dr. Lauren Richards-Waugh, an assistant professor from the forensic 
chemistry department at Marshall. 
 
Further information is available on the publisher’s website. 
 
The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Sept. 13, 2017. Please send items for 
consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Sept 11. 
 
 
 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/September-6-2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
